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Budapest galleries
draw Turkish buyers

By Mina Ercel

Budapest (Dunya) - As the de-
mand for art works increase
and the contemporary art mar-
ket expands in Turkey, eollec-
tors and buyers are looking out-
ward o the internaticnal arena.
Hungary has caught the eye of
Turkish art enthusiasts, who
are flocking to Budapest to see
the works of contemporary
Hungarian artists.

Topart galleries in the Hun-
garian capital include Knoll Ga-
leria, Ani Meolnar, Erika Deak
Galeria, ach, Varfolk, Viltin and
Vintage Gallery.

Under the Association of
Hungarian Contemporary Art
Galleries, these galleries are
coming together to increase
public awareness and to be-
come more visible in the inter-
national art scene.

Annamaria Molnar is the
President of the Association of
Hungarian Contemporary Art
Galleries, a non-prefit organi-
zation, and owner of Ani Molnar
Gallery in Budapest.

“Our primary mandate is to
further develop the recognition
and prosperity of the Hungari-
an contemporary art mavket,”
Mrs. Molnar said.

The association was reor-
ganized in 2010 te launch the
development of relations be-
tween internaticnal art-profes-
sionals and participants of the
Hungarian art scene.

“For example, in the past
few years many Hungarian
artist have been represented in
Contemporary [stanbul and the
Istanbul Biennale,” she said.

The main geal of the asseo-
ciation, which has more than 20
members, is to develop rela-
tionships between internation-
al art-professionals and partic-
ipants of the Hungarian art
scene.

After the fall of the USSR,
many artists left for abroad to
Vienna, London and New York
to study and werk.

The charming city of Bu-
dapest offers viewers and col-
lectors several varieties of con-
temperary art galleries. The
Knoll Gallery, which is the first
contemporary gallery ta open
after the pelitical change, re-
cently displayed the works of
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Russian, Pelish and artists from
the east.

Located near Buda castle is
one of the oldest privately
owned contemperary art gal-
leries in Hungary, Varfok Gale-
ria.

“We work with local artists.
Varfolk is a traditional gallery
contracting with artists for the
extended long term.” com-
mented owner of Varfolk Gale-
ria and art collector Karoly Sza-
loky

A favorite of the Turks and
Turkish eollectors is the Viltin
Galeria, a few blocks from the
parliament. The spacious and
high ceilinged gallery provided
space for traditional fine art
like paintings, sculptures and
photegraphy yet pays attention
to experimental tendencies, em-
ploying current technelogies,
video installations and pro-
gressive media.

Probably the biggest high-
light of the cityin terms of con-
temporary art is the world-
renowned Ludwig Museum.
The beautiful architecture of
the museum displaying a per-
manent collection of Hungarian
contempeorary artists, like Istvan
CUsakany and Imre Bak, in addi-
tion to variety of international
exhibitions. Currently the exhi-
bition en display is called The
Naked Men.

According to Annamaria
Melnar of the Associatien, “Cur
goal is to have an active role in
creating and develeping com-
munication with the contem-
porary art scene, representing
Hungarian artists in the inter-
national arena and of course
providing guide lines for eol-
lectors.”



